THE   WOMEN   OF   PERSIA

Here in a far corner, seated on the ground, was
" something " covered with what looked like a large
white sheet. This " something " turned out to be
one of the ladies of the anderoon, who was suffering
from dimness of sight. She was one of the prince's
favourite wives, and so he had taken the trouble to
allow her to see the doctor. After a great deal of
palaver she consented to lift a corner of her chuddar,
and, while shielding the other part of her face, to
uncover her eyes. Her husband was very anxious
for her eyes to be thoroughly examined, and he
ordered a dark room to be speedily prepared, so that
the examination should be as complete as possible.
While we were waiting for the room and lamp to be
ready the prince took out a little pocket-mirror from
his waistcoat and carefully looked to see if his hair
was in perfect order, and then, having satisfied himself
that all was as it should be, he entered into conversa-
tion with my husband over the state of his wife's
eyes.

Another day I paid quite an informal friendly
visit to two or three of his wives. Each wife had a
separate compound to herself, and her own set of
servants and slaves, and no wife was allowed to visit
another without special permission from the chief
eunuch or from the prince himself.

That afternoon two or three had asked for and
received permission to drink tea in the house to which
we had been invited, so we had quite a nice little tea-
party, and a very gay one too so far as the costumes
were concerned; but the subject of dress being so
stupendous, we will leave it for another chapter.
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